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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address— 
All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously nnailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . El This communication Is responsive to 02/03/2004 . 

2. H The allowed claim(s) Is/are 14-18 . 

3. H The drawings filed on 08 February 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) M All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. , 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)), 
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* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . Bishop discloses a vehicle comprising a self-steering railway bogie with at least 
one steerable wheelset adapted to run on a guideway having two primary running faces 
laterally offset about the centerline of the guideway, the wheelset comprising a pair of 
wheels, each wheel located on opposite sides of the wheelset adapted to engage with a 
respective one of the two primary running faces, the vehicle further comprising a 
mechanism arranged and constructed for steering the bogie in response to the 
inclination angles of the axle sets operably connected to an actuating means to steer 
the wheels in response to the sensed steer angle, the axes of rotation of the wheels and 
the primary running faces are inclined downwardly toward the guideway centerline; 
wherein each wheel exceeds an engagement force with its respective primary running 
face, the engagement force on each wheel comprising a perpendicular component to its 
respective primary running face and a parallel component to its respective primary 
running face substantially perpendicular to the guideway centerline, wherein horizontal 
forces acting on the wheelset substantially transversed to the guideway centerline are 
substantially resisted by the sum of the horizontal vectors of the perpendicular 
components; wherein each wheel exerts an engagement force with its respective 
primary running face. Chollet et al teach the use of sensing means comprising of a 
sensor positioned either ahead, behind or laterally offset with the wheelset for sensing 
lateral displacement of the wheelset with respect to a longitudinally disposed reference 
path including a control system for processing the sensed signal to a self steering 
device. Hase discloses a bi-derectional operating automated guided transit system 
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comprising sensing means positioned on a longitudinally disposed reference path which 
is substantially contiguous with the guideway centerline of a self-steering vehicle. The 
system also perniit an operator to bypass the sensor signal and to manually steer the 
vehicle. McSparran et al disclose a system for automatically controlling an electrically 
propelled traction vehicle comprising a proximity sensing means on the vehicle including 
malfunction indicating means for detecting any discontinuity in the normal sequence of 
output signals. However, none of the references of record suggests a vehicle with at 
least one steerable wheelset, wherein a secondary running face lies immediately 
adjacent to, and substantially parallel to, at least one of the primary running faces 
including sensing means for sensing lateral displacement of the wheelset with respect 
to the at least one secondary running face to produce a signal to a control system for 
steering the vehicle in the manner defined in the instant claim 14 and in combination 
with other limitations of the claims. Therefore, claims 15-18. depending therefrom are 
considered to be allowable. 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz F. Jules whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
8780. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph S. Morano can be reached on (703) 308-0230. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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